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Early in 1915 we went out of the line. It was our first
real break and very welcome it was. Ever since we arrived
in France we had been ill-equipped for the rigours of a
winter campaign. It was too early for clothing to reach
us from England and we were still wearing our Indian
drill. I doubt if anybody during those first months of the
War had had a tougher time than the Indian Expeditionary
Force. But there was to be no extended rest for us, even
now. We were billeted in an old farm, the officers in the
house and ourselves in the barns. The farmer's son had
gone to the War, and the old man had resumed work with
the assistance of two stalwart daughters. From the terror
of the enemy's guns we now had to contend with the
fanner's wrath if we left a gate open or ill-used the
water-pump.
Everyone expected that in a day or two we should be
moved farther back, but that was not to be. Before a week
was out, we went back into action, first at Richbourg and
then near Levantie. But for a week or two we were only
engaged intermittently. We kept popping in and out of
action in all sorts of places, and I remember an incident
at Richbourg when I was sent up into a belfry to join an
observation party there. It was a strongly built old Norman
tower, and I was standing actually in the belfry when a
German 5-9 shell took off the top. Two officers who had
climbed up to the top of the tower were killed and the
narrow stairway was blocked. The impact set off the bell
machinery and I had a headache for a week. As a matter
of fact my nose started bleeding and I thought for a moment
that I had been hit, but it was only shock. Somebody made
a hole through a wooden shutter and climbed down to
bring help, and we eventually got out by means of drag
jropes. I often wondered how this old tower had lasted so
long, but I suppose the Germans were using it as a landmark
for their guns.
It was at Levantie that our battery became a * sacrifice'
post, which meant getting our guns as near the enemy lines
as possible without being seen, so that in the event of an
advance the enemy would walk straight into shell-fire. We